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gave entertainments, at which her son invariably attended*
" Charles/' says his brother John, " was very popular in
society, going to all the dances and parties*   He used to admire
and dance with all the pretty girls at the balls given by Lord
Carlisle, then Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland/'   He joined the
militia, and took his training at the Royal Barracks in Dublin*
When he was free of his soldiering and his mother's parties,
he went down to Avondale, where he dabbled in mining
and mathematics*   His nervousness continued*   His sleep-
walking did not cease*   His delicacy of health troubled him*
But, apart from the poignant remembrances of the girl
Daisy, his life was placid now as it had never been before,
as it was never again to be*   He was approaching his majority,
and would soon be the uncontrolled master of a handsome
property in a beautiful country*   There was no immediate
thought of marriage in his head, although there had been
expectations of a marriage between him and a lady named
Gun-Cunningham*   But others thought of marriage for him*
His neighbours, some of whom were his kinsmen, such as
Lord Carysfort and the Earl of Wicklow, were willing that this
rich, if queer, young bachelor should take a wife from among
them; and they frequently invited him to their entertainments
of all kinds*   But he did not get engaged to be married*   And
here we may note the singular fact that no Irish woman ever
succeeded in making Parnell love her*   It was an English
girl who first roused real love in him; it was an American girl
who jilted him; and it was an English woman who married
him*    He gladly attended the dances and hunts and parties,
because, no doubt, they distracted his tormented thoughts;
and he engaged in experiments in and about Avondale by
means of which he hoped to establish profitable industries*
He built a saw-mill, where the timber from his estate was taken
to be sawn*   His interest in mineralogy occupied much of his
time*   But his interests, as diversified as they were, did not
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